RECORD

THE

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26, 2006 PAGE 3

Mentors to speed-coach new entrepreneurs

Event to offer
valuable business
information

for participants

By Brion Robinson
SHERBROOKE

ennoxville’s Dobson-Lagassé Entre-
Lpreneurship Centre will host a

bilingual speed-coaching session
in May to help guide new entrepre-
neurs through the pit falls of running a
business.

The Centre was created a few years
ago to help new entrepreneurs estab-
lish a profitable business in the Eastern
Townships. It puts young enterprises in
contact with experienced entrepre-
neurs to mentor them and give them
some direction.

The speed-coaching sessions will co-
incide with the Centre’s Entrepreneur-
ial Rendezvous on May 3.

Three 40-minute speed coaching ses-
sions will allow new entrepreneurs to
choose a discussion table tailored to
their interests. They have about 20 topics
to choose from. Each table will be hosted
by an experienced entrepreneur who
also helps mentor young enterprises.

“I won't be telling them what to do,”
said business mentor Zachary Gillam. “]
just want to help give them some direc-
tion.”

Gillam, who is president of Sher-
brooke’s Interstar manufacturing plant
and co-chair of the event, said many
new entrepreneurs have difficulty run-
ning a business because they think they
have to do everything on their own.

“The challenge is that pupils have to
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Businessman Barry Husk is co-chair of the Dobson-Lagassé Entrepreneurship Centre-spon-
sored bilingual speed-coaching session to be held May 3.

known where to get help,” he said.
“They think they're by themselves."

He said it just isn't true.

Gillam said they can gain support
from the business community and
through various government programs.

“For young entrepreneurs it gives
them the opportunity to take a look at
different fields,” he said, noting his
business succeeded because it looked
beyond the Townships.

“We've always been focused on the
global economy,” he said, noting he also

invests in research and development.

His company employs 65 English- and
French-speaking people in the Eastern
Townships and dozens of others
throughout Canada, the U.S., Mexico
and Brazil. It recently won a Canada Ex-
port Award.

The other co-chair, Moules industriel
president Francine Guay, will also host
discussion tables.

The Centre's project co-ordinator and
business mentor Barry Husk said the in-
teractive nature of the coaching ses-

sions will also allow young enterprises
to network their services.

Husk, who has more than 25 years of
business experience, said the first few
years are crucial to making a-new busi-
ness work.

He said new businesses have a hard
time obtaining government funding
until they have proven they can make a
profit, adding they need help breaking
into the market.

Husk said business owners in the
Townships are becoming increasingly
aware of the importance of networking
through the Centre.

“Numbers have doubled since last
year," he said, noting there about 80
members including dozens in anglo-
phone businesses.

Husk said the increase is partly do to a
new partnership program with the re-
gion's community organizations that
started as a pilot project in the fall of 2005.

The program, Network for Assistance
to Entrepreneurs, includes Township-
pers’ Association, Job Links, ACE Bish-
op's and the Eastern Townships chapter
of the Community Economic Develop-
ment and Employability Committee
(CEDEC). The more the merrier,

Husk said the Centre continues to re-
cruit business mentors from the Eng-
lish community.

Membership costs $65 and gives
members access to most network ser-
vices at no additional fee. But certain
specialized services may involve addi-
tional fees. :

For more information about register-
ing, contact Husk at 819-822-9600, ext.
2550, or e-mail him at bhusk@ubish-
ops.ca.



